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Mi c h a el  Dr u c k m a n 
4 5 3 0 Wis c o nsi n A v e n u e, 
N W  Fift h Fl o or 
W as hi n gt o n, D C 2 0 0 1 6 
2 0 2. 4 8 0. 2 9 9 9 
Dr u c k m a n @ o a n d zl a w. c o m   

F e br u ar y 1 9, 2 0 2 0 

Vi a E C F  

T h e H o n or a bl e S ar a h N et b ur n  
U. S. Distri ct C o urt f or t h e S o ut h er n Distri ct of N e w Y or k  
4 0 F ol e y S q u ar e, R o o m 4 3 0 
N e w Y or k, N Y 1 0 0 0 7 

R e:  S h u eis h a I n c. et al v. D o es 1 - 1 0 0, C as e N o. 1: 1 9-c v - 0 8 2 2 7 

D e ar J u d g e N et b ur n: 

P urs u a nt  t o  t h e C o urt’s  F e br u ar y  1 3,  2 0 2 0  O r d er ( D kt.  1 9), Pl ai ntiffs  h er e b y  
pr o vi d e a st at us u p d at e f or t h e a b o v e-c a pti o n e d m att er  a n d r e q u est a 9 0 -d a y e xt e nsi o n t o 
c o m pl et e s er vi c e of pr o c ess.  

T h e Pl ai ntiffs ar e f o ur m aj or J a p a n es e p u blis h ers t h at h a v e s u e d t h e o p er at ors of a 
n o w d ef u n ct pir at e w e bsit e, H os hi n or o mi. or g.  T h e sit e w as a m assi v e r e p o sit or y of ill e g al 
c o nt e nt,  w hi c h  off er e d  a n  esti m at e d  2 0  milli o n  p a g es  of  c o p yri g ht e d  c o nt e nt  f or  fr e e .  
D kt.  1 ¶ 2 6.  N ot o nl y w er e D ef e n d a nts  a w ar e t h at t h eir a cti viti es w er e ill e g al, t h e y a cti v el y 
br a g g e d a b o ut t h e m a n d t h e h ar m c a us e d  t o t h e P u blis h ers o n s o ci al m e di a.  I d. ¶ 3 5. 

As e x pl ai n e d i n pr e vi o us fili n gs, D ef e n d a nts h a v e g o n e t o c o nsi d er a bl e l e n gt hs t o 
c o n c e al  t h eir  i d e ntiti es  a n d  a v oi d  l e g al  pr o c ess.   D kts.  8,  1 0- 1 2.   A c c or di n gl y,  t h e  
P u blis h ers  fil e d  a  m oti o n  r e q u esti n g s er vi c e  b y  e m ail  a n d  e x p e dit e d  dis c o v er y  o n  t h e  
i d e ntit y of t h e D ef e n d a nt s.  D kt. 1 0.  B ut  aft er e m aili n g t h e D ef e n d a nts  a c o urt es y c o p y of 
a l ett er r el ati n g t o t h at m oti o n, a n d b ef or e t h e P u blis h ers h a d a n o p p ort u nit y t o f or m all y 
s er v e t h e c o m pl ai nt, t h e D ef e n d a nts cl os e d t h e ir e m ail a c c o u nt.  D kt. 1 6.   

T h e P u bl is h ers i nf or m e d t h e C o urt of t his d e v el o p m e nt a n d , on N o v e m b er 2 0, 2 0 1 9, 
t h e C o urt gr a nt e d t h e P u blis h ers’ r e q u est f or e x p e dit e d dis c o v er y o n t h e i d e ntit y of t h e 
D ef e n d a nts .  D kt. 1 7.  F oll o wi n g t h e C o urt’s or d er, t h e P u blis h ers dili g e ntl y p urs u e d t h at 
dis c o v er y .  O n N o v e m b er 2 5, 2 0 1 9, t h e y s er v e d s u b p o e n as o n f o ur i nt er n et c o m p a ni es t h at 
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T h a n k y o u f or c o nsi d eri n g t his m att er. 

Si n c er el y, 

/s/ Mi c h a el Dr u c k m a n  
Mi c h a el Dr u c k m a n  

pr o vi d e d s er vi c es to t h e D ef e n d a nts in c o n n e cti o n wit h H os hi n or o mi. or g a n d its b a c k e n d 
s er v ers.    

O v er t h e n e xt s e v er al w e e ks, t h e P u blis h ers r e c ei v e d pr o d u cti o ns  in r es p o ns e  t o 
t h es e su b p o e n as .  T h e pr o d u cti o ns c o nsist e d of d o z e ns of diff er e nt fil es, i n cl u di n g d et ail e d 
t e ch ni c al l o gs wit h a p pr o xi m at el y 1 0 0 0 u ni q u e r e c or ds, f or n e arl y 1 0 0 u ni q u e I P a d dr ess es, 
s p a n ni n g a 1 6 -m o nt h p eri o d.  F oll o wi n g t h e h oli d a ys, t h e  P u bl is h ers d et er mi n e d t h at a n 
o utsi d e c o ns ulti n g c o m p a n y w as n e e d e d t o p erf or m a f or e nsi c a n al ysis of  thi s d at a.   

Aft er r e c ei vi n g a pr eli mi n ar y r e p ort  o n J a n u ar y 1 7, 2 0 2 0, t h e P u blis h ers l e ar n e d 
t h at n o n e  of t h e dis c o v er y o bt ai n e d p ers o n all y i d e ntifi es t h e D ef e n d a nt s.  N e v er t h el ess, it 
d o e s  i d e ntif y t hr e e n e w e m ail a d dr ess es  ass o ci at e d wit h t h e m.  W hil e t h e P u blis h ers s e nt 
c o pi e s of t h e C o m pl ai nt t o t h es e a d dr ess es wit h t h e i nt e nti o n of r e ass erti n g t h eir m oti o n 
f or s er vi c e b y e m ail, all t hr e e r et ur n e d a n u n d eli v er a bl e r es p o ns e.  

T h e  P u blis h ers  ar e  c urr e ntl y  p urs ui n g  t w o  a d diti o n al  l e ads  i n  t h eir  att e m pt  t o  
i d e ntif y t h e D ef e n d a nts.  F irst, b as e d o n t h e f or e nsi c a n al ysis, t h e y  h a v e i d e ntifi e d J a p a n es e 
int er n et s er vi c e pr o vi d er s t h at m a y h a v e r el e v a nt i nf or m ati o n r e g ar di n g t h e D ef e n d a nt s,  
w hi c h t h e y ar e  s e e ki n g  t hr o u g h t h e J a p a n es e l e g al s yst e m.  S e c o n d , t h e P u blis h ers i nt e n d 
to r et ur n t o o n e of t h e s u b p o e n a r e ci pi e nts f or cl ari fi c ati o n as t o c ert ai n t e c h ni c al t er ms a n d 
l o g entri es, w hi c h m a y al s o h el p i n i d e ntif yi n g t h e D ef e n d a nts.  

U n d er  F E D . R . C I V. P . 4( m), t h e d e a dli n e f or s er vi c e of pr o c ess w as D e c e m b er 3, 
2 0 1 9 ( if t h e e x e m pti o n f or R ul e 4(f)  s er vi c e is i n a p pli c a bl e).  H o we v er, g i v e n D ef e n d a nt s 
eff orts t o c o n c e al t h eir i d e ntiti es a n d a v oi d s er vi c e, t h e P u blis h ers r es p e ctf ull y r e q u est t h at 
t h e C o urt gr a nt a n e xt e nsi o n u ntil M a y 2 0, 2 0 2 0.  T his is t h e P u blis h ers first r e q u est f or a n 
e xt e nsi o n of ti m e a n d t h e y c urr e ntl y h a v e n o  m e a n s of c o nt a cti n g t h e D ef e n d a nts t o o bt ai n 
t h eir c o nse nt t o t his r e q u est.   

T h e  P u blis h ers  ur g e  t h e  C o urt  n ot  t o  dis miss t his  c as e  f or  f ail ur e  t o  pr os e c ut e.  
Alt h o u g h t h e P u blis h ers h a v e dili g e ntl y p urs u e d t his liti g ati o n, t h e d el a y i n s er vi n g t h e 
D ef e n d a nts is a r es ult of t h eir eff orts t o a v oi d it.  M or e o v er, t h e D ef e n d a nts h a v e a ct u al 
n oti c e of t his m att er.  N ot o nl y di d t h e y a cti v el y cl os e at l e ast o n e  e m ail a c c o u nt  aft er 
r e c ei vin g a fili n g i n t hi s c as e, t h er e h a v e als o b e e n n u m er o us n e ws r e p orts a n d s o ci al m e di a 
p osti n gs r e g ar di n g t h e c a s e.  D kt. 1 2 ¶ 1 7- 1 8.  

S h o ul d t h e C o urt gr a nt a n e xt e nsi o n, a n d u nl ess dir e ct e d ot h er wis e, t h e P u blis h ers 
wil l pr o vi d e a f urt h er st at us u p d at e  w h e n t h er e ar e s u bst a nti v e d e v el o p m e nts a n d, i n a n y 
e v e nt, n o l at er t h a n 4 8 h o urs pri or t o t h e d at e of t h e e xt e nsi o n. 

Pl ai ntiffs' r e q u est f or a n e xt e nsi o n of ti m e t o s er v e pr o c ess is G R A N T E D. Pl ai ntiff s h all s er v e D ef e n d a nts o n or 
b ef or e M a y 2 0, 2 0 2 0, or fil e a st at us l ett er b y t h at d at e u p d ati n g t h e C o urt as t o t h e D ef e n d a nts' i d e ntiti es a n d 
l o c ati o n, as w ell as t h e st at us of s er vi c e. 
S O O R D E R E D.  
 
 
 
F e br u ar y 2 5, 2 0 2 0  
N e w Y or k, N e w Y or k  
 
   

Plaintiffs' request for an extension of time to serve process is GRANTED. Plaintiff shall serve Defendants on or 
before May 20, 2020, or file a status letter by that date updating the Court as to the Defendants' identities and 
location, as well as the status of service. 
SO ORDERED.  
 
 
 
February 25, 2020  
New York, New York  
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